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We are the UK’s No.1 specialist in travel to Latin
America and have been creating award-winning
holidays to every corner of the region for over four
decades; we pride ourselves on being the most
knowledgeable people there are when it comes to
travel to Central and South America and
passionate about it too.

A passion for the region runs
through all we do
All our Consultants have lived or
travelled extensively in Latin
America
Up-to-the-minute knowledge
underpinned by 40 years'
experience

As our name suggests, we are single-minded
about Latin America. This is what sets us apart
from other travel companies – and what allows us
to offer you not just a holiday but the opportunity to
experience something extraordinary on inspiring
journeys throughout Mexico, Central and South
America.

Fully bonded and licensed
ATOL-protected
On your side when it matters
Book with confidence, knowing
every penny is secure
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Our insider knowledge helps
you go beyond the guidebooks
We hand-pick hotels with
character and the most
rewarding excursions
Let us show you the Latin
America we know and love
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This is a short but sweet holiday perfect for anyone whose principal interest is to visit the beautiful, fascinating
and varied region of southern Chile and Argentina. This is an area of outstanding natural beauty intermingled
with a unique culture. From the historical island of Chiloé, wrapped in the mists of time and legends to a land of
towering granite peaks, glacial lakes and huge expanses of windswept pampa, this is a magical part of the
continent.
This tour gives the chance to explore cultures still barely touched by the outside world, with architecture, food
and customs unlike anywhere else in the world. As you venture further south you can hike in some of the most
spectacular natural scenery and witness vast glaciers in azul waters. At either end of the adventure are two
magnificent cities for you to discover: the vital, cosmopolitan Chilean capital Santiago, and the quasi-belle
époque European atmosphere in Buenos Aires.

Santiago is laid out in a broad valley below the snowcapped Andes, around 60 miles from the Pacific Coast.
Those arriving on an international flight will be met at the
airport by the tour leader or a local representative. There
will be time to relax before exploring the city and visiting a
few of the many museums, markets and parks of this
cosmopolitan capital.
For a scenic view across the city, climb to the top of Cerro
Santa Lucía, located right in the centre of town. For even
more panoramic vistas, a funicular takes you to the summit
of San Cristóbal, where you can join Chilean families
wandering along the leafy paths. Afterwards, have a beer at
one of the pavement cafés in Bellavista. This is an Italian
quarter of narrow streets peppered with bars and shops
selling local lapis lazuli (only Chile and Afghanistan
produce the stones in commercial quantities).
The museum and house of Chilean poet laureate Pablo
Neruda is close by, and its unusual interior with an eclectic
collection of paintings and bric-a-brac is well worth a visit.

21:47 29-11-2022

There is an optional visit to Chile's second city, Valparaíso
(2 hours by bus). This lively seaport is built on a series of
hills which form a backdrop to the wide bay, with views over
the seaside resort of Viña del Mar. You can wander through
the steep, winding streets and among the brightly-coloured
colonial homes built for 19th century British and German
merchants, or take a ride in one of the creaky wooden
funiculars which link the cliff-top communities.
Time permitting, you may wish to visit one of the vineyards
close to Santiago to sample some highly respected Chilean
wine.

A 1 hour 45 minute ﬂight takes you south to Puerto Montt,
followed by a short drive to Puerto Varas on the shores of
Lake Llanquihue in the Chilean Lake District. The town is
set amid lush, green, rolling countryside and was colonised
by Germans at the turn of the 20th century. Its architecture
and sedate style still reﬂects this. The town's main
attraction is an alpine green lake framed by tree-clad hills
and beyond, one of the most perfectly shaped snow-capped
volcanoes in the world - Osorno.
The afternoon is free to explore the town or travel out to the
Vicente Perez Rosales National Park, to visit the Petrohue
waterfalls. Formed by a lava ﬂow of volcanic rock and set
amongst a 1,000 year-old forest, the falls make an
impressive site.

Today we have a full day excursion to the mysterious island
of Chiloé. Although located just oﬀ the coast of mainland
Chile it often feels like a world away. We travel by road and
ferry to Chacao where we will be met by our local guide.
Once here we visit the plaza and the guide will explain the
traditional architecture, which includes the famous wooden
churches is famous for. We'll continue on to the Bay of
Caulin, known for its great birdlife and do a quick oyster
tasting before continuing to Ancud for lunch. Travelling
through the 'campo' we arrive on the rugged Paciﬁc Coast,
where birdlife including penguins congregate on desolate
beaches. In the late afternoon we'll return towards Ancud to
a family farmhouse for a traditional curanto, a local pitbake
and uniquely Chilote experience. Return to Puerto Varas in
the evening.
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Transfer back to Puerto Montt for your flight south to Punta
Arenas. On a clear day you have views of the southern
icecap, its fjords, volcanoes and glaciers. Approaching the
city you see the rust brown Patagonian steppes, pitted with
small lagoons, stretching out towards the Straits of
Magellan. On the other side of the water rise the mountains
of the windswept island of Tierra del Fuego.
Punta Arenas was an important, British-influenced trading
centre before the opening of the Panama Canal turned it
into a backwater; the region's fortunes were only briefly
revived during a short-lived gold rush. To add to its woes,
the sheep-rearing business has never recovered from the
catastrophic collapse of the price of meat and wool. No
pure-blooded indigenous people are left alive here; having
survived for centuries the rigours of the Antarctic climate
they were annihilated by the diseases brought in by sailors
and missionaries at the turn of the 20th century.
From here continue by bus to Puerto Natales, a small town
with a frontier feel on the shores of Last Hope Sound,
frequented by pelicans, black-necked swans and
cormorants and your base for 3 nights to explore the nearby
Torres del Paine National Park.

Today you journey to the Torres del Paine National Park,
but rather than taking the road you embark on an
adventure by boat. An early morning start sees you hop
aboard a ship and begin your journey cruising through the
fjord of Last Hope, passing by the redundant meatpacking
factories and colonies of cormorants and sea lions.
Further up the fjord you can view the vast Balmaceda
glacier, before the ship docks for the walk to the Serrano
glacier and the ice-carved lake below it. After the walk you
continue your journey up river, this time in zodiacs. This
final leg of the journey takes around 3 hours, as you zip
through untouched areas of staggering beauty, past further
glaciers (Tyndall, Geike) to arrive at Rio Serrano. From here
you will be met by your private vehicle to explore some of
the magnificent views and scenery of the park.
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You head back into Torres for a full day of exploration. We
will stop for a couple of short hikes in the park and there
are a number of different miradors beside glacial lakes and
rivers offering views of tortured rock towers and needles
rising 3,000m into a tempestuous sky.

Travel by comfortable coach towards Argentina across the
Patagonian steppe: a bleak and scantily-populated
landscape. Keep a look out for guanacos, rheas, and
flamingos, as well as for the views over Lago Argentino, the
largest lake in the country.
On the shores of the lake is El Calafate, where you are
based for the coming days. This small frontier town has
grown rapidly over the last twenty years and is a tourist hot
spot for visiting the local scenery of stunning lakes and
steep mountains as well as the stopping off point for visitors
to the Perito Moreno glacier, one of the most dynamic in the
world. You arrive in the afternoon and if you wish there
should be time to visit the fascinating Glaciarium Museum,
located in an interesting building with fantastic views just
outside time. Once you have spent time learning about all
things glacial, there is also an ice bar on the premises for a
relaxing drink.

This morning drive out towards the huge wall of ice which is
the Perito Moreno Glacier for your included excursion. You
follow the lake shore before turning up a wooded valley,
dense with beech and birch, and continue alongside
shimmering lagoons, bordered with bright crimson and
heather lichens.
The park authorities have been sensitive about keeping the
site as natural as possible, and there are no shops or cafés
within close proximity of the wooden viewing platforms,
which are tastefully landscaped into the cliff. Just looking at
the front-edge of the glacier which towers 60m above the
water’s surface and is an extraordinary 5km wide is aweinspiring in itself: even more so when you hear the
unforgettable sound of the glacier calving a vast wedge of
ice the size of a tower block, which crashes down into the
lake, divides and floats away as an iceberg.
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Fly to the Argentine capital, Buenos Aires (3hours), an
elegant and cosmopolitan city famed for the fascinating port
district of La Boca with its cobbled streets and brightly
painted houses. It was here that the tango was born, and
Diego Maradona honed his footballing skills.
The centre of town is home to the historic heartland,
government buildings and churches as well as chic
shopping districts, which have a nostalgic, Parisian feel.
The bohemian district of San Telmo is full of quaint old
houses interspersed with antiques shops, tango bars and
expensive restaurants. Slightly further out of town is the
Recoleta district, even more evocative of belle époque
French and Italianate architecture. During the winter
months, wealthy female residents parade the streets in
their fur coats and improbable, towering hairstyles, and take
afternoon tea in the city's ornate cafés.

Explore the lanes and boulevards on your guided city tour,
then make the most of some free time to shop, have a drink
and a pastry in a tea-room or peruse the items on display in
one of the many markets. It’s fun to promenade up and
down the quay in the city’s splendidly renovated port
district, Puerto Madero, which has trendy loft apartments, a
string of open air restaurants and a small marina.
Optional evening visit to one of the many nightly Tango
shows.
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Services of a Journey Latin
America tour leader
All land and domestic air
transport
Accommodation as specified
Meals as specified
Excursions as specified

Santiago: walking tour of city

Tips and insurance

Chiloé: full day tour of the
island

Meals other than specified

Puerto Natales: full day boat
excursion to Balmaceda and
Serrano glaciers

Optional excursions
Some domestic flight taxes

Torres del Paine: 2 full days
in the national park
El Calafate: Perito Moreno
Glacier
Buenos Aires: city tour

To find out more about how our group tours including group sizes, solo travellers and why to choose us. Please
click here.

On this tour, you’ll be accompanied from start to finish by one of our exceptional Journey Latin America tour
leaders. From the moment you land in Latin America until the day the tour ends they will deal with all the
practicalities, expertly adapting to the circumstances and individual needs of the group. Rather than different
guides in different cities, your leader will get to know the group and keep you informed and entertained as you
go.

12 days, 11 nights: Santiago 2; Puerto Varas 2; Puerto Natales 3; El Calafate 2; Buenos Aires 2.

For our Discovery Journeys we aim to use good quality, value-for-money accommodation, in a mix of larger
more modern and smaller family run hotels. All the properties we use are well maintained and rooms will have a
private bathroom with hot water.
The focus of these trips is on getting outside, seeing the sights, and experiencing local restaurants and cafes,
therefore a few hotels may not have evening dining facilities. If you prefer more luxurious accommodation,
please see our classic tours range.
We use the following properties on this tour:
• Santiago: Hotel Torremayor Providencia
• Puerto Varas: Hotel Puelche
• Puerto Natales: Hotel Vendaval
• El Calafate: Hotel Kapenke
• Buenos Aires: Hotel Kenton Palace
On very rare occasions these hotels can change, however please speak to one of our consultants who can
provide full details for each departure if you have any doubts. Address and contact details will be sent out with
your final documents.
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3 flights (longest 3 hours). We use a mixture of private and public vehicles for the road transport. Where the
journeys are done by public transport (2 in total) we use comfortable tourist coaches.

Breakfast daily, lunch days 4 and 6.

On this tour the price includes excursions in all the places you visit as per the itinerary. There will however likely
be some free time when you may choose to take part in an optional excursion. These are booked locally
through your tour leader once you are in Latin America, however we are more than happy to advise you of what
is on offer in advance of your holiday so you can best plan the excursions that suit you.

There is no extra cost for single travellers who are willing to share a room. You will be accommodated with a
same-sex member of the group who is usually also travelling solo. For single travellers who wish to be sure of
having their own room there are a limited number of single rooms available, which carry a surcharge.

Although not a walking holiday the nature, location and environment mean that the main activities of the tour do
take place on foot. Hikes can vary in length (between 2 and 10 hrs) and difficulty (some with steep ascents or
more uneven terrain). Note that most walks are linear and along good paths, (although some can be slippery in
wet weather), so you can follow them as far as you feel comfortable. All trekking excursions are optional and
your tour leader is always on hand and with the help of the local guides will always try and make sure that all
levels of ability can be catered for and alternatives offered.

This holiday only operates from October through to March. As a broad overview Chile and Argentina have the
opposite seasons to the UK, meaning November to February tend to be the warmest summer months. The
further south you travel in the country the cooler it gets, although this varies with altitude. A comprehensive
overview of the weather in all the regions you are visiting can be found in our Destination pages. Our Travel
Experts can answer your questions on climate and further details will be sent with your confirmation documents.

A daypack is essential for carrying rainwear, snacks, books/tablet and a water bottle. To ensure your comfort
while walking in Patagonia, you should bring good waterproof walking boots/shoes (tried and tested so you
don't get blisters) as well as a good water/windproof (not just shower-proof) jacket and trousers, a warm hat and
a scarf. Some walkers find hiking poles helpful, and binoculars are useful for bird and wildlife spotting. Bring a
hat with a visor, sunglasses and sun block. Because the weather can be changeable, we recommend wearing
layered clothing for excursions.
Please take note that Aerolineas Argentinas (who will operate some of the internal flights) permit a maximum of
15kg hold luggage on most domestic flights. Excess luggage can be paid for locally for a small fee. Please get
in touch with the office before departure if you have any doubts.

Please see the Country Info tab on this holiday for our latest currency information and advice about how to take
your spending money. Tipping in Latin America is almost always done using cash. It is customary to tip tour
leaders, local guides, drivers, boat crews and other service providers such as restaurant staff and porters. Full
tipping guidelines are sent with your confirmation documents as is advice on local costs.
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For health information on travelling to Chile and Argentina including recommended vaccinations, please see
https://travelhealthpro.org.uk/
All Latin American countries have specific entry regulations related to Covid 19. Please also check our Travel
Hub for further information.
Holders of a full British passport do not require a visa, although passports should be valid for at least 6 months
after the trip begins. Other nationalities should enquire with us or check with the consulates.
Travel insurance is essential. Details of our recommended policy can be found on the Travel insurance website.
Our full briefing dossier contains more information on vaccinations, visas and insurance and will be provided
with your final travel documents or can be requested from your travel consultant at any time.
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12 days
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